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Review
"The third edition of an already popular book hits the mark once again. New life is breathed into theory with
the 'stories' of contemporary anthropologists, who bring their uses of anthropological theory to life for the
readers." - Yolanda Moses, University of California, Riverside

Review

A History of Anthropological Theory continues to stand well apart from its peers in both its narrative
elegance and broad disciplinary sweep. Essays written by Janice Boddy, Lee Baker, and Lila Abu-Lughod
are particularly exciting contributions to this edition, as they offer students rich and highly personal insight
into the dynamic interplay between anthropological fieldwork, theory, and analysis. (Terri Castaneda,
California State University, Sacramento)

The third edition of an already popular book hits the mark once again in several important ways. First, it
continues to promote the time-honoured four-field approach to anthropology. This is critical for students'
understanding of the interconnected nature of ideas and the human experience. Second, the glossary and
review questions are enhanced and are an added bonus. And finally, new life is breathed into theory with the
'stories' of contemporary anthropologists, who bring their uses of anthropological theory to life for the
readers.

(Yolanda Moses, University of California, Riverside)

Erickson and Murphy's uniquely accessible and intelligent text draws students into a 'dialogue with the
ancestors.' The coverage is extraordinary (especially when paired with the companion volume of readings)
and resituates the history of anthropology as essential to contemporary disciplinary practice.



(Regna Darnell, University of Western Ontario)

About the Author
Paul A. Erickson is Professor and Chair of the Department of Anthropology at Saint Mary's University in
Halifax.

Liam D. Murphy is Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropology at California State University,
Sacramento.
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This overview of the history of anthropological theory provides a comprehensive history from antiquity
through to the twenty-first century, with a focus on the twentieth century and beyond. Unlike other volumes,
it also offers a four-field introduction to theory. As a stand-alone text, or used in conjunction with the
companion volume Readings for a History of Anthropological Theory, Erickson and Murphy offer a
comprehensive, affordable, and contemporary introduction to anthropological theory.

The third edition has been updated and fully revised throughout to closely parallel the presentation in the
companion reader, making it easier to use both books in tandem. New original essays by contemporary
theorists bring theories to life, and portraits of important theorists make it a handsome volume. Sources and
suggested readings have been updated, and glossary definitions have been updated, streamlined, and
standardized.
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Most helpful customer reviews

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Excellent Survey
By krebsman
I’ve only had an introductory class in anthropology, but I now find myself involved in a project that requires
some anthropological knowledge. I’ve read a few works by Durkheim, Mauss, and Levi-Strauss, but I really
needed a context for them and for the other works I’ll have to read. That’s where this book is great. It gives a
survey of the whole anthropological field in chronological order, showing how one school of thought derived
from, or arose in opposition to, another. The cause-and-effect is very logical. What impressed me about the
book was its objectivity. I never felt that the authors were lobbying for a particular point of view. Nor was I
aware that I was reading a book that had another agenda behind it. This book is well-organized and clearly
written, introducing the basic ideas of all the major thinkers in modern Euro-American anthropology. There
is also an excellent glossary of terms, a list of discussion topics, and a very valuable bibliography of
suggested further reading. I’m sure I’ll be referring to this book often. It’s an excellent reference book. Five
stars.

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Great text for anthropology students
By Kristine
This text was used in an undergraduate History and Theory of Anthropology course. Of the texts used in the
course, this was by far my favorite. It is fairly short, and the writing is clear and concise. It provides a history
of anthropology, key individuals, and theoretical movements.



Reading this book was great preparation for studying more deeply the theoretical movements in
anthropology. Key terms are bolded and provide succinct definitions. These are listed on the left- or right-
hand sides when reading, and they are also found in the glossary in the back. Review questions can help
students ensure they understood the necessary information. Particularly helpful is the timeline in the
beginning, which certainly helped me keep track of the various shifts in anthropological thought.

I would highly recommend this text to anyone studying anthropology!

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Excellent Text
By Katherine Lacy
I got this book as a companion to a graduate level course in anthropological theory. It is a clear and intuitive
tour of the history of anthropology and anthropological theory. I appreciate the succinct definitions in the
g l o s s a r y ,  s o  I  c a n  f l i p  b a c k  w h e n e v e r  I  n e e d  a  r e m i n d e r  o f  w h a t
functionalism/structuralism/configurationalism/materialism means. . .

The authors include the historical contexts that influenced theoretical developments in anthropology,
describe the work of individuals in the context of that history, and insightfully explain controversies and
disputes. I wish this had been the official textbook for my class but I will settle for using as a companion text
for the more opaque readings in the course.

See all 19 customer reviews...
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