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Are you thinking about mainly publications Let Y our Life Speak: Listening For The Voice Of Vocation By
Parker J. Palmer If you are still puzzled on which one of the book Let Your Life Speak: Listening For The
Voice Of Vocation By Parker J. Palmer that ought to be purchased, it is your time to not this site to seek.
Today, you will certainly require this Let Your Life Speak: Listening For The Voice Of Vocation By Parker
J. Palmer as the most referred book as well as many needed book as resources, in various other time, you
could enjoy for a few other books. It will certainly rely on your willing requirements. However, we
constantly recommend that books Let Y our Life Speak: Listening For The Voice Of Vocation By Parker J.
Palmer can be an excellent infestation for your life.

Amazon.com Review

The old Quaker adage, "Let your life speak," spoke to author Parker J. Palmer when he wasin his early 30s.
It summoned him to a higher purpose, so he decided that henceforth he would live a nobler life. "I lined up
the most elevated ideals | could find and set out to achieve them," he writes. "The results were rarely
admirable, often laughable, and sometimes grotesque.... | had simply found a'noble’ way of living alife that
was not my own, alife spent imitating heroes instead of listening to my heart."

Thirty years later, Palmer now understands that learning to let hislife speak means "living the life that wants
to livein me." It involves creating the kind of quiet, trusting conditions that allow a soul to speak its truth. It
also means tuning out the noisy preconceived ideas about what a vocation should and shouldn't be so that we
can better hear the call of our wild souls. There are no how-to formulas in this extremely unpretentious and
well-written book, just fireside wisdom from an elder who is willing to share his mistakes and stories as he
learned to live alife worth speaking about. --Gail Hudson

From Publishers Weekly

A gifted academic who formerly combined a college teaching career with community organizing, Palmer
took ayear's sabbatical to live at the "intentional" Quaker community of Pendle Hill in Pennsylvania. Instead
of leaving at year's end, he became the community's dean of studies and remained there for 10 years. Palmer
(The Courage to Teach) shares the lessons of his vocational and spiritual journey, discussing his own burnout
and intense depression with exceptional candor and clarity. In essays that previously appeared in spiritual or
educational journals and have been reworked to fit into this slim volume, he suggests that individuals are
most authentic when they follow their natural talents and limitations, as his own story demonstrates. Since
hearing one's "calling" requires introspection and self-knowledge (as suggested by the eponymous Quaker
expression), Palmer encourages inner work such as journal-writing, meditation and prayer. Recognizing that
his philosophy is at odds with popular, essentially American attitudes about self-actualization and following
one's dreams, Palmer calls vocation "a gift, not agoal.” He deftly illustrates his point with examples from the
lives of people he admires, such as Rosa Parks, Annie Dillard and Vaclav Havel. A quiet but memorable
addition to the inspirational field, this book has the quality of afinely worked homily. The writing displays a
gentle wisdom and economy of style that |eaves the reader curious for more insight into the author's Quaker



philosophy. (Oct.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Parker Palmer's writing is like a high country stream-clear, vital, honest. If your life seems to be passing
you by, or you cannot see the way ahead, immerse yourself in the wisdom of these pages and allow it to
carry you toward a more attentive relationship with your deeper, truer self.” (John S. Mogabgab, editor,
Weavings Journal)

"An exuberant and passionate book. | was deeply moved and | cannot, nor do | want to, shake off the
haunting questions that it raises for me. This book penetrates the soul, and it will definitely stir you to
explore more of your own inner territory. What an extraordinary achievement." (Jim Kouzes, coauthor, The
L eadership Challenge and Encouraging the Heart; chairman, Tom Peters Group/Learning Systems)

"At atime when our culture is seeking a new language for expressing the spirit in everyday life, Parker
Palmer is our leading voice of clarity and wisdom. In Let Your Life Speak, Palmer continues to deepen our
ways of understanding the relationships between the inner life of spirit and the outer life of action." (Rob
Lehman, president, The Fetzer Institute)

"In our search for authentic vocation, this book should be the starting point and deserves a prominent place
in every home, school, and college. It is vintage Parker Palmer, providing his unique insight to the
interconnectedness of selfhood and vocation with eloquence and personal experience." (Doug Orr, president,
Warren Wilson College) --.
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With wisdom, compassion, and gentle humor, Parker J. Palmer invites us to listen to the inner teacher and
follow its leadings toward a sense of meaning and purpose. Telling stories from his own life and the lives of
others who have made a difference, he shares insights gained from darkness and depression as well as
fulfillment and joy, illuminating a pathway toward vocation for all who seek the true calling of their lives.
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Weavings Journal)

"An exuberant and passionate book. | was deeply moved and | cannot, nor do | want to, shake off the
haunting questions that it raises for me. This book penetrates the soul, and it will definitely stir you to
explore more of your own inner territory. What an extraordinary achievement." (Jim Kouzes, coauthor, The
L eadership Challenge and Encouraging the Heart; chairman, Tom Peters Group/L earning Systems)
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Palmer is our leading voice of clarity and wisdom. In Let Your Life Speak, Palmer continues to deepen our
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Most helpful customer reviews

14 of 14 people found the following review helpful.

precious wildness

By David A. Baer

Parker Palmer’s graceful little book LET YOUR LIFE SPEAK is the best work I've ever read on
discernment and vocation.

In six chapters and just under 120 elegantly written pages, Palmer presses home the point that vocation
emerges from within us and that we must listen carefully to our own livesif we are to discover it. Taking on
someone else's concept of calling or subjecting ourselves to an external and alien set of values and abjectives
will do violence to ourselves and to our usefulness—Palmer would probably avoid the word—to our
community and our world. Throughout, the author’s rooting in Quaker patterns and rhythms is evident, but
this book is anything but sectarian and will be welcomed—indeed, has been welcomed, for it was published
in the year 2000—hby readers of many faiths and perhaps of none.

Chapter |, ‘Listening to Life’, argues that one’s life is worthy of study and profoundly worth listening to.
‘The soul is like awild animal—tough, resilient, savvy, self-sufficient, and yet exceedingly shy. If we want
to see awild animal, the last thing we should do is go crashing through the woods, shouting for the creature
to come out. But if we are willing to walk quietly into the woods and sit silently for an hour or two at the
base of atree, the creature we are waiting for may well emerge, and out of the corner of an eye we will catch
aglimpse of the precious wildness we seek.’



In his second chapter (‘Now | Become Myself’), Palmer initiates in earnest the autobiographical
transparency that he will sustain through the book, lending to his lines an authenticity that is arguably their
most compelling feature. After having tried and failed over several episodes to forge a sense of vocational
and personal identity, Parker writes that ‘ (t)today | understand vocation quite differently—not as agoal to be
achieved but as a gift to be received. Discovering vocation does not mean scrambling toward some prize just
beyond my reach but accepting the treasure of true self | already possess. Vocation does not come from a
voice “out there” calling me to become something | am not. It comes from avoice “in here” calling me to be
the person | was born to be, to fulfill the original selfhood given me at birth by God.’

The author urge us not to ‘wear other people’'s faces and to realize that * (t)he deepest vocational question is
not “What ought I to do with my life?’ It is the more elemental and demanding “Who am |? What is my
nature?’.

Y et Palmer does not imagine that this discovery of one's true self occurs often without pain. ‘Most of us', he
avers, ‘arrive at a sense of self and vocation only after along journey through alien lands ... before we come
to that center, full of light, we must travel in the dark. Darkness is not the whole of the story—every
pilgrimage has passages of loveliness and joy—»but it is the part of the story most often left untold.” This
ultimate qualifier is another item that, to this reader’s ears, lends the ring of truth to Palmer’s adventure. | say
this because my own journeying after true vocation has, like Palmer’s, led me through both sunlight and
darkness, yet | cannot say that any of the miles traveled has been entirely dark, entirely bleak, and certainly
not entirely regrettable. Unlike many more mechanical treatments of the topic, Palmer’s notion of vocational
discovery leads him to value the path rather than merely the destination.

Onefinds, in this second and longest of Palmer’ s chapters, refreshingly important roles to be played by fear,
failure, and ordinariness. In my view, this makes LET YOUR LIFE SPEAK accessible to those of us who
resonate with Palmer’ s journey but could never write so elegantly of our own.

Chapter |11 istitled ‘When Way Closes'. The missing article is not a typo, but rather a nod to the Quaker
sense of ‘Way’. In the discourse of the Friends, we learn, ‘way opens’ and ‘way closes'. Palmer traces a
givenness to vocation, a created anchoring in our persons that does not make all things possible. Instead, the
way each of us is both opens doors and closes doors. Sometimes the closing brings embarrassment and
shame.

‘It would be nice if our limits did not reveal themselves in such embarrassing ways as getting fired from a
job. But if you are like me and don’t readily admit your limits, embarrassment may be the only way to get
your attention. | go on full aert only when | am blocked or get derailed or flat-out fail. Then, finally, | may
be forced to face my nature and find out whether | can make something of both my gifts and my limitations.’

Palmer develops the rale played by our limitations by counterposing the ‘oughts’ that we often heed in our
vocational adventure to the ‘ecology of life' in which we find a proper place to stand and to be. In this third
chapter, this Christian reader finds the theological undergirding to Palmer’s prose that the author often
touches upon only lightly. It is, for Palmer, the ‘ God of reality’ who ‘dwells quietly in the root system of the
very nature of things . He speaks easily of ‘one’s created nature’ . When one finally comes to rest within this
ecology burnout is not the inevitable outcome of passionate labor. Rather, * (w)hen the gift | give to the other
is integral to my own nature, when it comes from a place of organic reality within me, it will renew
itself—and me—even as| giveit away.’

‘All the Way Down’ (Chapter V) suggests that an excruciating read lies just ahead and the title does not
deceive, for in this fourth chapter Palmer sketches out for us his two debilitating experiences of depression.



Neither reducing nor simplifying the causes of depression—in fact he calls the thing a ‘ mystery’—Palmer
managed in his own suffering to find his way to viewing depression as his friend. It took him all the way
down to where it was safe to stand. Following upon his previous description of ‘the God of reality’, Parker
borrows Tillich’'s description of God as the ground of being: '| had always imagined God to be in the same
general direction was everything else | valued: up ... | had to be forced underground before | could
understand that the way to God is not up but down.’

Thankfully, Palmer does not write prescriptively about the ways (plural) into depression nor the ways (again,
note the plural) out. His own recovery remains something of a mystery, captured in the magnificent poem
with which he graces the conclusion of Chapter 1V. Yet for him, his submission to the vocational ‘oughts' by
which he permitted himself for years to be hounded prepared the way down in the darkness. There he found
not only God, but himself aswell.

Chapter V (‘Leading from Within') now turns outward to the damage and the health that a leader can bring
to the wider community and, indeed, to the world. We project both shadows and light onto the world. ‘A
good leader is intensely aware of the interplay of inner shadow and light, lest the act of leadership do more
harm than good.’

In this chapter, any hint that vocation is essentially a narcissistic pursuit evaporates. For Palmer, vocation
begins within but eventually projects itself onto one's world. He writes insightfully of the ways leaders
fashion a community from misguided starting points and, happily, aso via the freedom that comes from
authentic vocation. Let me single out at some length afew of Parker’swords on fear as motivator:

‘As one who is no stranger to fear, | have had to read those words with care so as not to twist them into a
discouraging counsel of perfection. “Be not afraid” does not mean we cannot have fear. Everyone has fear,
and people who embrace the call to leadership often find fear abounding. Instead, the words say we do not
need to be the fear we have. We do not have to lead from a place of fear, thereby engendering aworld in
which fear is multiplied.

We have places of fear inside of us, but we have other places as well—places with names like trust and hope
and faith. We can choose to lead from one of those places, to stand on ground that is not riddled with the
fault lines of fear, to move toward others from a place of promise instead of anxiety. As we stand in one of
those places, fear may remain close at hand and our spirits may still tremble. But nhow we stand on ground
that will support us, ground from which we may lead others towards a more trustworthy, more hopeful, more
faithful way of being in the world.’

This reviewer—Iike Palmer, no stranger to fear—thrills to such a sound and realistic assessment of the kind
of ‘fearlessness’ that embracesreality and yet dares to lead, unparayzed.

In his concluding chapter (VI, ‘Thereis a Season’), Palmer departs from his now familiar approach to speak
of how ‘the quest for selfhood and vocation’ follow the recurring patterns and rhythms of the four seasons.
This chapter alone would justify keeping Let Your Life Speak within arm’s reach, to be read and re-read at
the calendar’ s and the seasons’ turnings.

One can hardly read Palmer’s exceedingly transparent work on vocation and then write for others about it
without a bit of transparency of his own. After twelve years of leadership in a relatively prominent
position—at least for the proportions of this review’s little world—I recently hit the wall at the end of a
particularly grueling vocational mile. This is not without its emotional violence, its sense of failure and
disillusionment, its return to the root considerations of vocational identity, and its forceful requirement to



look again and to look within for wisdom about next steps. For me, each page of Palmer’'s LET YOUR LIFE
SPEAK brought both balm and direction. Many brought exhilaration as well.

| offer this review in hopes that Palmer will be a bit more widely read for those, like me, who find a wise
mentor the doctor’s very order.

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful.

Great for spiritual people, not so great for others

By Joni Mars

| was extremely disappointed with this book (likely because | had read so many wonderful things about it
and had high expectations). | have been struggling with an internal need to discover my passion in life and
incorporate that into my vocation; this book was highly recommended as the most helpful tool possible in
that journey, but | found it to be quite the opposite.

The author spends at least 3/4 of the book discussing his own life and experiences. While | can appreciate
how those experiences could generally be used toillustrate a point, | don't feel that end was met. It read more
like a biography with the occasional motivational quote and offered very little insight in terms of how to
actually "let your life speak".

This book was not for me...at all. However, the writer is clearly very accomplished and talented at what he
does. His words flowed beautifully and | respect him immensely as a capable writer. | am tempted to read
other works by him because | enjoyed hiswriting style; | believe my issue is only with what | was expecting
to get (and did not) from this book.

| am a secular/agnostic/humanist and the book was a little heavy on religious references for me. | have a
difficult time relating to religiously-/spiritually-charged messages on a personal level and as such, perhaps |
was not able to fully appreciate the true scope of what Dr. Palmer was attempting to convey. The chapter that
covered clinical depression was an exception to this assertion, though, as | felt he covered the topic
beautifully.

Looking at it objectively, a spiritual individual who is experiencing the same internal struggle | am will
probably benefit greatly from this book - | just don't think there are many take away points for secular
individuals like myself.

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful.

How to Live Lifein aRealistic Way

By margaret

| had never before come across this author, but got the book when another writer quoted from it. | found it
helpful, easy to read, and it had some seminal things to say about letting go of the external pressures to be
and do things a certain way. Allowing oneself to be what we were born to be, irrespective of where we stand
in the pecking order was very refreshing. The "you can be anything you want to be" message has limitations
since there is only just so much room for prize-winning anythings, and a depressed economy makes getting
to the top even more difficult, so a sense of failure isthe inevitable outcomeif that is the way we want to live
our lives. Being exactly who you are and getting in touch with yourself at this deepest level leaves you with a
certain amount of relief when he assures us that fulfilling our lives by allowing ourselves to be who we
actually are leads to the greater sense of satisfaction and fulfilment. If | have any criticism of this book it
would be that it was alittle too self-absorbed, but then, | have to admit that he used his own experiences to
help us with ours, and it was skilfully done. The religious references were restrained, so anyone of any faith
or of no faith could relate to what he is trying to say. Bottom line - Parker J Palmer deserves his status as one
of the better writers of this genre. | am not sorry | got this book.
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